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1
Psalm 114-115

2
Psalm 116-117

3
Psalm118-119:48

4
Psalm 119:49-

119:148

5
Psalm 120-121

6
Psalm 122-123

7
Psalm 124-125

8
Psalm 126-127

9
Psalm 128-129

10
Psalm 130-131

11
Psalm 132-133

12
Psalm 134-135

13
Psalm136-137

14
Psalm 138-139

15
Psalm 140-141

16
Psalm 142-143

17
Psalm 144-145

18
Psalm 146-147

19
Psalm 148-149

20
Psalm 150-

21
Galatians 1

22
Galatians 2

23
Galatians 3

24
Galatians 4

25
Galatians 5

26
Galatians 6

27
1Thessalonian1

28
1Thessalonian 2

29
1Thessalonian 3

30
1Thessalonian4,5
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Psalm 114-115
2

Psalm 116-117
3

Psalm118-119:48

Pastoral Reflection - Psalm 114-119:48

Pastor Bruce Dillman

Psalm 114: This short, beautiful psalm uses rich, playful imagery of the presence of God. Peterson’s commentary on this psalm is called “A Holy Playfulness” 

and points out that “Life in the spiritual universe is governed not by inflexible laws but by inexplicable graces, which transform the drone of everyday life into a 

dance.”

Psalm 115: This is another psalm where I chuckle at the humanity expressed here: “Lord, please bless us—but not for our own sakes, but rather for the sake of 

your name, so that when people hear your name, they’ll think highly of you.” Try as we might for perfect worship and praise, we remain human and praise God 

however we are able!

Psalm 116: Listen to this very human opening line: “I love God because he listened to me…” We celebrate God’s unconditional love for us, and yet so often put 

conditions on our love of God. A little later on the psalmist says, “I said to myself, ‘Relax and rest. God has showered you with blessings.’” Again, this very 

human admission can be something we feel from time to time. However, by the end of the psalm, the writer understands what it means to be a recipient of God’s 

love: “…set me free for your service!” Amen!

Psalm 117: As Eugene Peterson points out about this wonderful little praise psalm: “This psalm is twenty words long. What would it take for you to commit it to 

memory?” It might make for a great prayer starter!
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Psalm 114-115
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Psalm118-119:48

Pastoral Reflection - Psalm 114-119:48 cont

Pastor Bruce Dillman

Psalm 118: This is the psalm we have been praying as part of our Wednesday night Vespers service for the last several months. As much as I like “The Message” 

translation of this psalm, I invite you to also read it in the NRSV or NIV and you will read lines like these that we use often in worship: “Give thanks to the Lord, 

for he is good; his love endures forever.” Or “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.” 

Or, finally, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” May these familiar words speak life to you this day.

Psalm 119:1-48: This is the longest psalm in the psalter—176 verses! That’s why we are only looking at the first 48 verses. This psalm, like psalm 111 and 112 is 

an acrostic poem, but in this case each STANZA begins with successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. Additionally, the first letter of each stanza begin with the 

same letter of the Hebrew alphabet. This selection covers 6 stanzas.

The focus of this psalm is the “Word” of the Lord, which for the psalmist would be the Torah of the Old Testament. Keep this single theme in mind as you read 

through the many different situations mentioned in this psalm—all situations where the psalmist asks for greater understanding and clarity of God’s Word.
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Psalm 119:49-
119:148
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Psalm 120-121

6
Psalm 122-123

7
Psalm 124-125

8
Psalm 126-127

9
Psalm 128-129

10
Psalm 130-131

Pastoral Reflection

PSALM 119:49-------PSALM 131

Pastor Bob Knepel

Psalm 119 is an acrostic with all 8 verses of each stanza beginning with the same letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Some English versions print that letter at the 

beginning of the stanza, sometimes along with the English transliteration of the letter. So above vs. 49 you might find a T with the top line of the t slanted & 

“Zayin” next to it.

All stanzas of this psalm celebrate the “Law of the Lord”. This “law” includes much more than the 10 Commandments & the kosher regulations. It includes the 

good news of God’s faithfulness to the chosen people, and God’s enduring mercy. Altogether these are the revealed “will” of God.

All psalms from 120 thru 131 are “Songs of Ascents” intended to be sung by faithful pilgrims as they traveled “up to Mt. Zion” where the temple was 

located. Many did this every year for the festivals, especially Passover.

Psalm 120 v.5 Meshech & Kedar were far away lands where the residents were considered barbarians. The speaker is surrounded by slanderers and might be the 

king who feels far from home.

Psalms 121 thru Psalm 131 The singing of the religious pilgrims was worship with many dimensions, like our own worship. This worship of traveling pilgrims 

was corporate where the group was welded together as one. It was also individual were each person voiced there faith and their struggles. It also brought people 

from many places together in the courtyards surrounding the temple.
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Psalm 132-133
12

Psalm 134-135
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Psalm136-137
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Psalm 138-139
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Psalm 140-141
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Psalm 142-143
17

Psalm 144-145

Pastoral Reflection
Psalm 132-145

Pastor Pat
There is a lot of despair in these psalms, and it rings so true for us today. We seem to be in such evil times and the way out 
is obscure as it must have been in the time that the psalms were written. There are horrible wars that seem to have no 
meaning except to kill people and take lands that belong to someone else. Right here in our own country, we see the taking 
away of our human rights to help some stay in power. But worst of all we see senseless killing of innocent people, including 
children for what seems like no reason at all. 
These psalms also give us hope, the hope that comes from knowing and truly believing that God is in charge of the world 
and being thankful for it.
Again and again these psalms remind us that God’s love lasts forever and God always rescues God’s people. We need to 
continue trusting God and thanking God for God’s love and ultimate rescue. There is no way that we can know God’s whole 
plan, but we know that ultimately God will have God’s way. 
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Psalm 146-147
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Psalm 148-149
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Psalm 150-
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Galatians 1
22

Galatians 2
23

Galatians 3
24

Galatians 4

Pastoral Reflection

Psalm 146-150

Galatians 1-4

Pastor Keith

Who Do You Trust?

My son is a tech consultant with an educational technology consulting firm. While he and my daughter-in-heart were visiting several months ago, he heard me complaining and witnessed me waiting for 

minutes while my computer was powering up and starting my word processing program. He heard me complain that I had to hook up to Hope’s Prayer Team on Zoom over my smart phone because my 

computer was so slow that I was missing half the conversations. So, about a month later he brought me this new HP laptop computer… beautiful and sleek metallic case with a screen almost two inches 

wider than my old one. He got me connected to my internet server and to my printer; he even recommended and helped me install a free compatible word processor and recommended and helped install a 

Bible program for study, research and sharing. BUT, it was all new and I was not used to it… it did not work exactly like my old word processor and Bible study tool. So, for the next several weeks, as I 

prepared my weekly Lay Home Communion Team devotion; as I prepared for two funeral sermons and a Sunday sermon, I used my old slow computer, because it was familiar and therefore more 

convenient… and I waited… for the programs to load … for the glitches to resolve… while my new computer sat on the shelf…. So it is with the Good News of Jesus!

The Last five Psalms engage us the first half of this week in our reading. They are all summarized fairly easily in three words: PRAISE THE LORD!  The details of the Psalms address the questions of 

when, where, who, how, and why? Such a Great God who does not let us down like other humans; who cares for us, no matter what our estate. Our God who is praised in every way by all of creation. Our 

God who gives us every shinny and new day; who offers a vision for time and eternity and all of creation wider than any human could ever experience on their own. Then, after all that praise, halfway 

through the week, we come to the last Psalm and we shift gears to the Letter of the Apostle Paul to the Churches of Galatia. But, in the beginning, it is a seamless transition. Paul recounts that the Galatians 

too have been caught up by the Spirit in PRAISE OF THE LORD… for they, though they were not originally part of God’s family of Israel, have been welcomed into the family by grace through 

redemption from bondage by Jesus Christ. But, like my new computer, they were not used to such an idea; they found their old ideas more comfortable… for they were ideas that THEY could control more 

easily… WORKS that THEY could do to “get right” with God. So, the Apostle Paul does his face-palm: “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and 

turning to a different gospel…. O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? Let me ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by 

works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun with the Spirit, are you now ending with the flesh? Did you experience so many things in vain? - Does he who supplies the 

Spirit to you and works miracles among you do so by works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?”
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Galatians 5
26

Galatians 6
27

1Thessalonian1
28

1Thessalonian 2
29

1Thessalonian 3
30

1Thessalonian4,5

Pastoral Reflection

Galatians 5, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 Corinthians 1

Pastor John 

My task in part this week involves for of Paul’s letters to the churches. I am going to focus on two of those letters, first and second Thessalonians. Paul addresses the concept of 

work.

Paul writes his letters carefully and, if nothing else, the opening of Thessalonians serves to introduce the vocabulary of labor into his discussion. The verse reminds us that 

faith is not simply mental assent to the propositions of the gospel. It takes work. It is the total life response to the commands and promises of the God who renews us and empowers us 

through his Spirit. The Thessalonians are apparently responding well in their daily lives of faith, though they need encouragement to keep living lives of moral purity.

We work hard, so you don’t have to.” That’s the advertising line for a modern bathroom cleaner, but—with a little adjustment—it might have fit well as a slogan for some 

Christians in the ancient city of Thessalonica. “Jesus worked hard so I don’t have to.” Many believed the new way of living offered by Jesus was cause to abandon the old way of living 

that involved hard work, and so they became idle. As we will see, it is difficult to know exactly why some Thessalonians were not working. Perhaps they mistakenly thought that the 

promise of eternal life meant that this life no longer mattered. But these idlers were living off the largesse of the more responsible members of the church. They were consuming the 

resources intended to meet the needs of those genuinely unable to support themselves. And they were becoming troublesome and argumentative.

In his letters to the Thessalonians, Paul would have none of this. He made it clear that Christians need to keep at their labors, for the way of Christ is not idleness but service and 

excellence in work.

Paul highlights that God expects every Christian who can work to do so (1 Thess. 4:11–12). He exhorts the Thessalonians “to work with [their] hands” (1 Thess. 4:11) and 

to “have need of no one” (1 Thess. 4:12). Rather than evading work, the Thessalonian Christians are to be industrious, laboring so as to earn their own living and thereby avoid putting 

undue burdens on others. Being a manual laborer in a Greco-Roman city was a hard life by modern and ancient standards, and the thought that it might not be necessary must have been 

appealing. However, abandoning work in favor of living off the work of others is unacceptable. It is striking that Paul’s treatment of the issue in 1 Thessalonians is framed in terms of 

“brotherly love” (1 Thess. 4:9). The idea is plainly that love and respect are essential in Christian relationships, and that living off the charity of others unnecessarily is unloving and 

disrespectful to the charitable brother(s) or sister(s) concerned.

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/1%20Thess.%204.11%E2%80%9312
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/1%20Thess.%204.11
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/1%20Thess.%204.12
https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/1%20Thess.%204.9


Hope Lutheran Church, The Villages FL Hope4all.church

2022 Monthly Bible Reading

September 
25

Galatians 5
26

Galatians 6
27

1Thessalonian1
28

1Thessalonian 2
29

1Thessalonian 3
30

1Thessalonian4,5

Pastoral Reflection

Galatians 5, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, 1 Corinthians 1

Pastor John 

(cont.)

It is important to remember that work does not always mean paid work. Many forms of work—cooking, cleaning, repairing, beautifying, raising children, coaching youth, and 

thousands of others—meet the needs of family or community but do not receive remuneration. Others—the arts come to mind—may be offered free of charge or at prices too low to 

support those who do them. Nonetheless, they are all work.

Christians are not necessarily expected to earn money, but to work to support themselves, their families, and the church and community.

Given the importance of work, Christians are to be the best workers they can be. Failure to work with excellence may bring the church into disrepute. Many Cynics in the Greco-

Roman world abandoned their jobs, and this behavior was widely regarded as disgraceful.[10] Paul is aware that when Christians evade their responsibility to work, the standing of the 

church as a whole is undermined. In 1 Thessalonians 4:11–12, Paul is evidently concerned that society is getting a wrong view of the church. In the context of the Greco-Roman world his 

concern makes a lot of sense, for what was happening in the Thessalonian church not only fell below society’s standards for decency, but it also made the charitable Christians look 

gullible and foolish. Paul does not want Christians to fall below society’s standards in regard to work, but rather to exceed them. Moreover, by failing to fulfill their proper role within 

society, these Christians are in danger of stirring up more anti-Christian rumors and resentment. Paul is eager that those who persecute the church should have no legitimate grounds for 

their hostility. With respect to work, Christians should be model citizens. By placing the idlers under discipline, the church would effectively be distancing itself from their defective 

behavior.

https://biblia.com/bible/nrsv/1%20Thess%204.11%E2%80%9312

